




PLATE 16

a) The Buddha of the North, Jayendra; with traces of a previous inscription underneath
(J. Poncar 1984,559)

b) The Buddha of the Zenith, NandasrI (J. Poncar 1984,548)

Captions of the Buddhas of the Ten Directions

PLATE 17



PLATE 18

a) Candraprabha, BS6 (J. Pancar 1984, 386)

b) Samantabhadra, BS7 (J. Pancar 1984,388)

c) Gandhahastin, BS14 (J. Pancar 1984,372)

Three captions of the 16 Bodhisattvas

PLATE 19

a) *Samantavabhasa, MBS2 (J. Pancar 1984,379)

b) Sagaramati, MBS4 (J. Pancar 1984, 383)

c) The ye dharllla-verse, left panel afMBS12 (J. Pancar 1984, 370)

Three captions of the 16 Mahabodhisattvas



PLATE 20

LATER INSCRIPTIONS IN THE TABO

GTSUG LAG KHAN

by Elena De Rossi Filibeck

Inscriptions dating to periods later than the 11 th century were
found in three different parts of the Tabo monastery: 1) in the 'Du
khan of the gTsug lag khan, 2) in the dKyil khan, and 3) in the Byams
pa lha khan.

These inscriptions are of two different kinds: those of the gTsug
lag khan found on the north wall and the east wall to the right of the
entrance to the 'Du khan·are on paper, while those in the dKyil khan
and Byams pa lha khan are written directly on the wall.

Besides the type of material' on which they are written, the two
types of inscription also differ in content. The former, three sheets in
all, recall the restorations made to the temple,' mentioning the donors
(sbyin bdag) and the offerings made in favour of the work.

The inscriptions of the dKyil khan and the Byams pa Iba khan are
illustrative in the sense that, placed as they are below or beside the
fresco to which they refer, they illustrate its content as though they
were captions. The present article deals only with the three inscriptions
on paper found in the Tabo Main Temple.

Concerning the locations of the three paper inscriptions of the 'Du
khan (pIs. 21-26) they may be said to be respectively: .

Proceeding in the direction of pradalqil}a., the first paper inscrip­
tion (paper Inscription I), the longest, lies on the north wall of the 'Du
khan between the sculptures of Amitabha and VajrahetuI (cf. Fig. 19

I Concerning the identification of the sculptures cf. LUCZANITS 1997.
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